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who are harassed and oppressed, only because they suffer
it without resistance. We are, therefore, to remember,
whenever the pest, here threatened, shall invade us, that
submission and tameness will be certain ruin, and that
nothing but spirit, vigilance, activity, and opposition, can
preserve us from the most hateful and reproachful mi-
sery, that of being plundered, starved, and devoured by
vermin and by reptiles,

" Horrida dementes
Rapiet discordia gentes;
Plurima tune leges
Mutabit, plurixna reges
Natio."

" Then o'er the world shall discord stretch her wings,
Kings change their laws, and kingdoms change their kings."

Here the author takes a general survey of the state of
the w6rld, and the changes that were to happen, about the
time of the discovery of this monument, in many nations.
As it is not likely that he intended to touch upon the
affairs of other countries, any farther than the advantage
of his own made it necessary, we may reasonably conjec-
ture, that he had a full and distinct view of all the negotia-
tions, treaties, confederacies, of all the triple and quadruple
alliances, and all the leagues offensive and defensive, in
which we were to be engaged, either as principals, acces-
saries, or guarantees, whether by policy, or hope, or fear,
or our concern for preserving the balance of power, or our
tenderness for the liberties of Europe. He knew that our
negotiators would interest us in the affairs of the whole
earth, and that no state could either rise or decline in
power, either extend or lose its dominions, without affect-
ing politicks, and influencing our councils.

This passage will bear an easy and natural application
to the present time, in which so many revolutions have
happened, so many nations have changed their masters,
and so many disputes and commotions are embroiling,
almost in every part of the world.

That almost every state in Europe and Asia, that is,